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IGNOU: A Brief Introduction

Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) has been established by an Act of the
Parliament in 1985 to advance and disseminate
learning and knowledge by a diversity of means,
including the use of any communication
technology, to provide opportunities for higher
education to a larger segment of the population
and to promote the educational well-being of
the community. IGNOU has been making
sincere efforts for enhancing enrollment in
order to achieve the Govt. of India’s target.
Through its welfare initiatives, the university
has facilitated the educational empowerment of
the disadvantaged communities like Scheduled
Cast & Scheduled Tribes and particularly the
Jail inmates.

Apart from teaching and research, extension
and training from the mainstay of the academic
activities, it also acts as a National Resource
Centre, and more importantly, functions as an
apex body for promoting and maintaining
standards of Open Learning in the

country.IGNOU has assigned an MoU with IIT-
Delhi, the designed National Coordinating
Institute by Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) to participate in Unnat
Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) as a Regional
Coordinating Institute (RCI)-for the region
comprising of all its Regional centers situated
throughout India. IGNOU through its Regional
Centers shall bring the educational reforms in
the rural areas by adopting village under
different regions. The University is committed
to quality in teaching and research, training and
extension activities.

The University has been awarded A++ by the
National Assessment an Accreditation Council
(NAAC) in 2022. Today, it has emerged as the
leader in open and distance education serving
the educational aspirations of over 3.5 million
(35lakhs) students in India and other countries
through 21 School of Studies and a network of
67 Regional Centres, 7 Regional Evaluation
Centres and more than 2000 Learner Support
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Centres. IGNOU has achieved an all-time high
in total registrations; reaching 753,286 for the
2023-24 period (covering the admission cycle
of July 2023 and January 2024).The University
offers more than 300 certificate, diploma degree
and doctoral programmes through Open &
Distance Learning mode beside 45 programmes
through online mode.

IGNOU and Open University of Kenya signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on 06/12/2023
for facilitating student and faculty mobility,
incorporating cutting-edge technology for
teaching and learning. OUK may also seek
academic and financial support from IGNOU
for specific initiatives, with potential
collaboration through EDCIL for long-term
benefits.

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India
(ICAI) signed a MoU with IGNOU on
10/10/2023 with the initiatives revolving
around topical and professional interests,
offering a platform for expanding knowledge
and skills. Under this MoU, ICAI students will
be eligible for credit transfer for courses they
have completed through ICAI, up to 50% of the

total credits of the IGNOU programme.

On 17/03/2023 IGNOU signed a MoU with All
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)
for translation of the varsity’s MBA courses into
Hindi and other Indian languages. This step has
been taken in line with IGNOU’s goal of
providing higher education in regional
languages.

Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) has signed MoUs with the Indian
Army, the Indian Navy and the Indian Air Force
on 01/08/2023 for offering skill-based Bachelor
degree Programmes to the Agniveers. These
Programmes are a unique mix of discipline-
based courses and skill courses. The skill
courses offered by the Armed Forces are
approved by the National Council for
Vocational Education and Training (NCVET),
the regulatory body for skill education. These
programmes are also in consonance with the
recommendation of the National Education
Policy 2020 for integration of higher education
with skill education
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Regional Centre Shimla
A Brief Historical Background

imachal Pradesh is a tiny hilly state, having

difficult terrain and covering geographical
area of 55673 sq.kms. In the mid-eighties, the
higher education spectrum of the Himachal Pradesh
was catered primarily by the Himachal Pradesh
University and a few colleges established in
different districts of the State. Due to the difficult
terrain and predominant rural populace, most of the
aspirants, particularly the females and
disadvantages groups, of Himachal Pradesh had to
drop out after attaining the school education. As the
distance education wing [presently, International
Centre of Distance Education and Open Learning
(ICDEOL)] of Himachal Pradesh University was
not able to reach out to the remotest and inaccessible
areas, the distance learning was not able to make
sufficient inroads into these areas.
With the advent of IGNOU in 1985, the possibilities
of making effective interventions of open learning
in the higher education scenario of the State of
Himachal Pradesh has arisen. To begin with, three
study centres in Government Colleges at Shimla,
Mandi and Solan were established in 1987, with
addition of Study Centre at Government College,

Hamirpur in 1988. However, there appeared to be a
need to develop an effective network of study
centres in the State in order to spread the benefits of
open learning system, in general and IGNOU
programmes, in particular to the hitherto unreached
areas. This necessitated the establishment of a
Regional Centre in Himachal Pradesh to coordinate
and propagate IGNOU programemes in the region.
With the consent and active cooperation of the
Government of Himachal Pradesh, a Regional
Centre at Shimla (HP) was established in 1989,
which catered to the States of Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir and Union Territory
of Chandigarh. However, with the establishment of
Regional Centres in other States, the jurisdiction of
the IGNOU Regional Centre, Shimla was re-defined
to the State of Himachal Pradesh in 1991. Over the
years, the IGNOU Regional Centre, Shimla has
been able to expand the network of study centres in
every district and remotest/tribal areas of Himachal
Pradesh and popularize IGNOU programmes,
which is reflected in the growth of enrolment in the
region.

Regional Centre Shimla at a Glance

Establishment of Regional Centre

1989

Jurisdiction of RC Shimla upto 1990

Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Jammu &
Kashmir States and UT Chandigarh

Jurisdiction of RC Shimla (re-defined in 1991)

State of Himachal Pradesh

Network of Learner Support Centres (LSCs)

31(SC=27, PSC=02, SSC=02)

Active Learner Support Centres (LSCs) 31
In-active (Kept in abeyance) LSCs 02
Total Programmes of offer 300+

Enrolment for the Year, 2020 (January & July Cycle) | 44693

Enrolment for the Year, 2021(January & July Cycle) 50216

Enrolment for the Year, 202 2 (January & July Cycle) | 52169

Enrolment for the Year, 2023 (January & July Cycle) | 56424

Enrolment for the Year, 2024 (January & July Cycle) 53070

Approved/Empanelled Academic Counsellors 2787

Staff (Permanent) at RC Shimla 06(Academic = 3/Non-Academic =3)
Staff (Contractual) at RC Shimla 06

Part-time Staff at LSCs

300 (approx.)
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Staff Sanctioned Strength

Name of Post Post Sanctioned Men in Position Post Vacant
Regional Director
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Additional Director
Assistant Regional Director
Assistant Registrar

Section Officer

Personal A ssistant

Assistant Executive (DP)
Semi Professional A ssistant
Stenographer

Executive A ssistant/ASO
Assistant

Junior Assistant Cum Typist
Attendant

Total 18 6

Present Staff Position
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‘ SN Name of the Official Designation Remarks
1. Dr. Joginder Kumar Yadav | Sr. Regional Director OUTSOURCED STAFF
2. Dr. Mohan Sharma Additional Director

. : : : Total = 06

3. Dr. Swapnil Gupta Assistant Regional Director (againstvacant positions
4, Mr. Jagdev Singh ASO
5. Ms. Vandana Singh AEDP Skilled staff =04
6. Mr. Nikka Ram ASO Un-skilled staff = 02

District-wise Network of IGNOU Learner Support Centres

District Learner Support Learner Support Learner Total
Centre Centre Support
(Regular) (Programme) Centre (Jail
1. Bilaspur 2 - 0 02
2. Chamba 1 - 0 01
3. Hamirpur 2 - 0 02
4, Kangra 5 - 0 05
5. Kinnaur 1 - - 01
6. Kullu 2 - - 02
7. Lahaul&Spiti * 1 - - 01
8. Mandi 4 - - 04
0. Shimla * 5 2 1* 08
10. Solan 2 - 03
11. Sirmour 2 - 1* 02
12. Una 1 - - 01
Total 28 2 2 32

*LSC -1130 (L&P) GDC Kukumseri , LSC -1188 (Shimla)GDC Kotshera, LSC -1183D (Model Jail) Kanda,
Shimla & LSC-1186D (Model Central Jail) Nahan has been kept in abeyance due to low/no enrollment.




Himachal Pradesh: A Demographic Profile
Table-1 :Sex Wise Rural and Urban Population (Census 2011)

Tribal Rural Urban

Area | Per

District in Sq.| sq.
Kms. | Km Person | Male | Female| Person Male |Female [Person | Male |Female

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1.Bilaspur 1167 | 327 381956 [ 192764 [ 189192 [ 356827 (179653 (177174 125129 (13111 |[12018

2. Chamba 6522 | 80 | 519080 | 519080257760 | 482972 |241963 |241009 |36108 [19357 | 16751

3.Hamirpur |1118 | 407 | 454768 | 217070 (237698 | 423338 [200748 1222590 |31430 16322 [ 15108

4.Kangra 5739 | 263 | 1510075| 750591 | 759484 |1423794 [705365 718429 186281 (45226 |41055

5. Kinnaur 6401 13 [ 84121 | 46249 | 37872 | 84121 [46249 (37872 |0 0 0
6.Kullu 5503 | 80 | 437903 | 225452212451 | 396512 203269 |193243 |41391 |22183 | 19208
7.Lahaul-Spiti | 13841 2 | 31564 | 16588 [ 14976 | 31564 [16588 14976 |0 0 0
8.Mandi 3950 | 253 999777 | 498065501712 | 937140 466050 1471090 |62637 |32015 |30622
9.Shimla 5131 | 159| 814010 | 425039388971 | 612659 |314295 1298364 |201351| 11074490607

10. Sirmaur (2825 [ 188 529855 [ 529855(253566 | 472690 246175 |226515 |57165 |30114 |27051

11. Solan 1936 | 300 | 580320 [ 580320 (271566 | 478173 (249736 [228437 |102147)59018 [43129

12. Una 1540 | 338 521173 | 521173 (257481 [ 476260 (240254 (236006 |44913 [23438 |[21475

H.P. 55673| 1236864602 |3481873|338272916176050 |13110345|3065705|688552|371528)317024

Table-2: Rural-Urban Literacy Percentage in Himachal Pradesh (Census 2011)

Tribal Rural Urban

District Male | Femalq Total | Male [Female| Total | Male | Female| Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1. Bilaspur 84.6 91.2 78.0 84.1 90.9 77.2 91.8| 943 89.0
2 Chamba 72.2 82.6 61.7 70.6 81.5 59.7 920] 953 88.3
3. Hamirpur 88.2 94.4 82.6 87.8 94.3 82.1 925] 952 89.7
4. Kangra 85.7 91.5 80.0 85.4 91.4 79.6 89.7 92.6 86.5
5. Kinnaur 80.0 87.3 71.0 80.0 87.3 71.0 00.0| 00.0 | 00.0
6. Kullu 79.4 87.4 70.9 78.5 87.0 69.5 88.1 [ 91.2 84.6
7. Lahaul-Spiti 76.8 85.7 66.8 76.8 85.7 66.8 00.0 | 00.0 [ 00.0
8.  Mandi 81.5 89.6 73.7 80.8 89.2 72.6 91.6 | 94.1 89.0
9.  Shimla 83.6 89.6 77.1 80.5 87.8 72.7 93.1| 946 | 913
10.  Sirmaur 78.8 85.6 71.4 77.3 84.6 69.3 90.7| 93.4 87.8
11.  Solan 83.7 89.6 77.0 82.2 88.6 75.0 904 | 925 87.5
12.  Una 86.5 91.9 81.1 86.5 92.1 80.9 86.6 [ 89.9 83.1
H.P. 82.8 89.5 75.9 81.9 89.1 74.6 91.1| 93.4 88.4
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Growth and Expansion

Due to the various promotional measures, the IGNOU has been able to penetrate the remote/rural/tribal
areas of the hilly State of Himachal Pradesh. This is reflected in the expansion of network of Learners
Support Centres as well as the growth of enrolment in different programmes of IGNOU.

Year-wise Enrolment Status (January Session: Fresh & Re-registration)

January January Total

Fear-uise Enrolmant Statu |laruany Sassion)

Fresh 200
2010 | 2153 2580 4733
2011 2740 2139 4879 1AL0
2012 | 2010 1478 3488 REror
2013 2344 1506 3850
2014 3330 1604 4934 e
2015 4435 2422 6857 —
2016 | 3499 3826 7325 i Freh
2017 | 3781 | 3990 | 7771 il Rimerin
2018 5797 4761 10558 a0 o
2019 7520 6339 13859 -
2020 | 9880 7966 17846
2021 8518 10038 | 18556 oas
2022 6625 9906 16531 et
2023 8805 8658 17463
2024 7905 8938 16843 ol A M AR O, N N R S s

Year-wise Enrolment Status (July Session: Fresh & Re-registration)

Year July Fresh July RR Total

2010 2602 2150 4752 ' Yaarwiss Enrolment Status {July Session)

2011 2518 2024 4542 g

2012 2375 2061 4436 -

2013 2998 2118 5116

2014 4140 2616 6756 I

2015 7252 3871 11123 e I

2016 11021 6970 17991 -
2017 9841 9951 19792 - i i
2018 11588 10573 22161

2019 13852 12290 26142 -

2020 15204 11642 26846 o

2021 19355 12305 31660 L

2022 20744 14894 35638 ] J J J ﬂ d

2023 20261 18700 38961 L moed-ah SN Re i W9 B0oFR MROERORM WM SRoM
2024 17187 19040 36227




