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country.IGNOU has assigned an MoU with IIT-
Delhi, the designed National Coordinating 
Institute by Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD) to participate in Unnat 
Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) as a Regional 
Coordinating Institute (RCI) for the region 
comprising of all its Regional centers situated 
throughout India. IGNOU through its Regional 
Centers shall bring the educational reforms in 
the rural areas by adopting village under 
different regions. The University is committed 
to quality in teaching and research, training and 
extension activities. 
The University has been awarded A++ by the 
National Assessment an Accreditation Council 
(NAAC) in 2022. Today, it has emerged as the 
leader in open and distance education serving 
the educational aspirations of over 3.5 million 
(35lakhs) students in India and other countries 
through 21 School of Studies and a network of 
67 Regional Centres, 7 Regional Evaluation 
Centres and more than 2000 Learner Support 

Indira Gandhi National Open University 
(IGNOU) has been established by an Act of the 
Parliament in 1985 to advance and disseminate 
learning and knowledge by a diversity of means, 
including the use of any communication 
technology, to provide opportunities for higher 
education to a larger segment of the population 
and to promote the educational well-being of 
the community. IGNOU has been making 
sincere efforts for enhancing enrollment in 
order to achieve the Govt. of India’s target. 
Through its welfare initiatives, the university 
has facilitated the educational empowerment of 
the disadvantaged communities like Scheduled 
Cast & Scheduled Tribes and particularly the 
Jail inmates.
Apart from teaching and research, extension 
and training from the mainstay of the academic 
activities, it also acts as a National Resource 
Centre, and more importantly, functions as an 
apex body for promoting and maintaining 
s t a n d a r d s  o f  O p e n  L e a r n i n g  i n  t h e 
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Centres. IGNOU has achieved an all-time high 
in total registrations; reaching 753,286 for the 
2023–24 period (covering the admission cycle 
of July 2023 and January 2024).The University 
offers more than 300 certicate, diploma degree 
and doctoral programmes through Open & 
Distance Learning mode beside 45 programmes 
through online mode.
IGNOU and Open University of Kenya signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding on 06/12/2023 
for facilitating student and faculty mobility, 
incorporating cutting-edge technology for 
teaching and learning. OUK may also seek 
academic and nancial support from IGNOU 
for specic initiatives,  with potential 
collaboration through EDCIL for long-term 
benets.
The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India 
(ICAI) signed a MoU with IGNOU on 
10/10/2023 with the initiatives revolving 
around topical and professional interests, 
offering a platform for expanding knowledge 
and skills. Under this MoU, ICAI students will 
be eligible for credit transfer for courses they 
have completed through ICAI, up to 50% of the 

total credits of the IGNOU programme.
On 17/03/2023 IGNOU signed a MoU with All 
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) 
for translation of the varsity’s MBA courses into 
Hindi and other Indian languages. This step has 
been taken in line with IGNOU’s goal of 
providing higher education in regional 
languages.
Indira Gandhi National Open University 
(IGNOU) has signed MoUs with the Indian 
Army, the Indian Navy and the Indian Air Force 
on 01/08/2023 for offering skill-based Bachelor 
degree Programmes to the Agniveers. These 
Programmes are a unique mix of discipline-
based courses and skill courses. The skill 
courses offered by the Armed Forces are 
approved by the National Council for 
Vocational Education and Training (NCVET), 
the regulatory body for skill education. These 
programmes are also in consonance with the 
recommendation of the National Education 
Policy 2020 for integration of higher education 
with skill education

imachal Pradesh is a tiny hilly state, having Hdifcult terrain and covering geographical 
area of 55673 sq.kms. In the mid-eighties, the 
higher education spectrum of the Himachal Pradesh 
was catered primarily by the Himachal Pradesh 
University and a few colleges established in 
different districts of the State. Due to the difcult 
terrain and predominant rural populace, most of the 
a sp i r an t s ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  the  f emales  and 
disadvantages groups, of Himachal Pradesh had to 
drop out after attaining the school education. As the 
distance education wing [presently, International 
Centre of Distance Education and Open Learning 
(ICDEOL)] of Himachal Pradesh University was 
not able to reach out to the remotest and inaccessible 
areas, the distance learning was not able to make 
sufcient inroads into these areas.
With the advent of IGNOU in 1985, the possibilities 
of making effective interventions of open learning 
in the higher education scenario of the State of 
Himachal Pradesh has arisen. To begin with, three 
study centres in Government Colleges at Shimla, 
Mandi and Solan were established in 1987, with 
addition of Study Centre at Government College, 

Hamirpur in 1988. However, there appeared to be a 
need to develop an effective network of study 
centres in the State in order to spread the benets of 
open learning system, in general and IGNOU 
programmes, in particular to the hitherto unreached 
areas. This necessitated the establishment of a 
Regional Centre in Himachal Pradesh to coordinate 
and propagate IGNOU programemes in the region.
With the consent and active cooperation of the 
Government of Himachal Pradesh, a Regional 
Centre at Shimla (HP) was established in 1989, 
which catered to the States of Himachal Pradesh, 
Punjab and Jammu & Kashmir and Union Territory 
of Chandigarh. However, with the establishment of 
Regional Centres in other States, the jurisdiction of 
the IGNOU Regional Centre, Shimla was re-dened 
to the State of Himachal Pradesh in 1991. Over the 
years, the IGNOU Regional Centre, Shimla has 
been able to expand the network of study centres in 
every district and remotest/tribal areas of Himachal 
Pradesh and popularize IGNOU programmes, 
which is reected in the growth of enrolment in the 
region.
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